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PRACTICAL DISCOURSES: 


SERMON I. 


1 CoRINTHIANS; xi. 23. 


For I have received of the Lord that, which T alſo 


delivered unto you: that the Lord Jeſus, the 


fame Night that he was betrayed, took Bread ; 


1 


a 


and, when he had given Thanks, he brake it, 
and ſaid, Take, eat: this is my Body, which 
is broken for you : this do in Remembrance 
of me. After the ſame Manner alſo he took 
the Cup, when he had ſupped, ſaying, This 
Cup is the new Covenant in my Blood : this 
do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in Remembrance 
of me. For, as oft as ye eat this Bread, and 
drink this Cup, ye ſhew the Lord's Death, 
till he come. 5 pres 


T is the diſtinguiſhing Pre-eminence of the 
Chriſtian Religion, that it is in all Reſpetts 
reaſonable Service, All it's Doctrines and 


Precepts are rational and conſiſtent, and inva- 
riably calculated for promoting Virtue and 
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Holineſs. It teaches us how we may employ 
all our Faculties to the beſt Purpoſe. It 
inſtructs us how we may prepare ourſelves for 
enjoying the utmoſt Happineſs, of which our 
Nature is capable. And upon infallible Au- 
thority it aſſures us, that, when thus prepared, 
we ſhall not be diſappointed of our Hope. 
Chriſtianity is altogether a Law of Kindneſs. 
And the bleſſed Author of it ſhowed himſelf to 
be atuated by ſuch a Spirit of Love, as far 
exceeded every Thing, that had been ſeen or 
known. Innumerable Things he did, which 
| deſerve to be had in everlaſting Remembrance. 
| Every Law, which he gave to his Diſciples, was 
a rich Benefit and Bleſſing. One Inſtitution 
he appointed to be obſerved by them for the 
expreſs Purpoſe of remembering him. It is 
recorded by St. Luke in theſe Words: He took 
Bread, and gave Thanks, and brake it, and gave 
it unto them, ſaying, This is my Body, which is 
| given for you : this do in Remembrance of me. 
| Likewiſe the Cup after Supper, ſaying, This Cup 
S 25the new Covenant in my Blood, which us ſhed for 
| | you. It is the Ordinance of our moſt tenderly 
| affectionate Friend; appointed for the very 
Purpoſe of remembering him ; and at the Time 
when he was juſt going to leave the World ;— 
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— 


juſt going to ſuffer a moſt cruel and diſgraceful 
Death for our Sake. And ſhall we be ſo un— 
grateful as to refuſe complying with his Deſire? 
— The dying Requeſt even of a common Friend 
is generally held ſacred, and punQually per- 
formed. Then what can we think of ourſelves, 


if we are inſenſible to the UmpretWon of ſuch 
a Call as this ? 


Whilſt our Hearts remain ſo hard as to be 
unmoved by all the Inſtances of Kindneſs and 


Compaſſion, which we have experienced from 
our Creator and Redeemer, it is indeed not 
much to be wondered at, that we are blind to 
the happy Effects, which every Law of God, 
and every Precept of our Saviour are calculated 
to produce. The almighty Father, who hath 
all Things within the Compaſs of His Power, 
needeth none of our Services. His bleſſed Son 
alſo, who ſitteth at God's right Hand for ever, is 
exalted far above the Poſſibility of receiving 
any Advantage from our Obedience. Every 
Precept therefore of Religion is given only to 
promote our Happineſs. And this holy Or- 
dinance would never have been appointed, but 
for the Benefit, which we may receive from 
the Obſervance of it. 


AZ 
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It would be very unreaſonable to ſuppoſe 
that the Grace of God is neceſſarily connected 
with the outward Performance of this Cere- 
mony. That the mere formal Partaking of the 
Lord's Supper ſhould operate like a Charm, and 
benefit us“ we know not how,” is a ſuper- 
ſtitious Expectation. But, when with Hearts 
ſtrongly impreſſed with a Senſe of our De- 
pendence on the Almighty for eyery Thing we 
have or can have; and a ſincere Deſire to ſerve 
and obey the Lord our God, “ that we may 
„ obtain a Place in the everlaſting Kingdom of 
Heaven ; ”—when with theſe Diſpoſitions we 
come to the Houſe of God, thankfully to com- 
memorate the precious Gift of His dear Son 
whom, whilſt we were Enemies, God ſent into 
the World, to die for us ; then will our Hope 
and Truſt in God naturally be increafed ; (for, 
if God ſpared not His own Son, but delivered 
him up unto Death for us all, ſhall He not alſo 
with him freely give us all Things ?) our 
Charity towards our Brethren will be enlarged 
by the Conſideration of ſo great Love ſhewn to 
us ; our good Reſolutions will be confirmed ; 
and we ſhall feel with increaſing Gratitude the 
comfortable Aſſurance of Pardon through Jeſus 
Chriſt for all thoſe Sins, which we have heartily 
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forſaken. But theſe Effects muſt not be attri- 


buted to any ſecret Virtue of the Bread and 


Wine. They ariſe intirely from thoſe Reflec- 
tions, which the Occaſion excites, and the 
devout Diſpoſition of our Minds at the Time 
of communicating. 


In ReſpeA of the Preparation neceſſary to 
qualify us for partaking of the Lord's Supper, 
ſo that we may come together (as the Apoſtle 
ſaith) for the better, not for the worſe, we may 
be very ſure, that, if we ſincerely deſire to grow 


in Grace, we cannot be unfit for joining in any 


religious Service. All religious Inſtitutions are 
deſigned to promote the Edification of our- 
ſelves, and thoſe, who ſee us glorify God. And 
there 1s no Shadow of Reaſon to apprehend 
that we are liable to be entangled unawares in 
Sin by our Attendance on t#hzs. All ch⸗ 
Inſtruttion we have in Scripture on this Point, 
is contained in St. Paul's Admonition to the 
Corinthians: who had abuſed the holy Com- 
munion by not diſtinguiſhing it from a common 
Entertainment. Let a Man examine himſelſ, 
(ſaith he) and ſo let him eat of that Bread, and 
drink of that Cup : which refers only to the 
State of Mind, which they ſhould be in at the 
A 4 


1 
V1 
1 

FE 
rt 
1 


8 


*** 15 


Time of communicating. And he explains 
that Unworthineſs, with which he reproached 
them, to be nothing elſe but the irreverent, 
indecent, and uncharitable Manner, in which 
they attended upon this holy Inſtitution. 
& When ye come together into one Place, this is 
& not to eat the Lord's Supper. For in eating 
6 every one taketh before other his own Supper ; 

and one is hungry, and another is drunken. 
 & What? have ye not Houſes, to eat and to 

« drink in? or deſpiſe ye the Church of God, 
% and ſhame them, that have not ?” Un- 
doubtedly a careful Review and Examination of 
our Manner of Life, as it cannot indeed be too 
often made, ſo is it at ſuch a Time peculiarly 
ſeaſonable and uſeful. But, as we ought by no 
Means to confine our Practice of Self-inſpec- 
tion to thoſe Occaſions, ſo may we very ſafely 
communicate, when we haye not Opportu- 
nity for an entenſive Inquiry into the State of 
our Morals. A careful Examination of our 
Condutt and Manner of Life, and a thorough 
Conſideration of the Folly and Danger of Sin, 
before we partake of the Lord's Supper, is 
highly uſeful and commendable, as it will be the 
Means of inſpiring us with proper Humility, 
and of making us more earneſt in our Reſo— 
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lutions to ſtrive againſt Temptation. But, 
fince ſuch a Preparation is not abſolutely 


neceſſary, the ſuppoſed Difficulty of it, or the 
Want of ſufficient Time for making it, cannot 
excuſe- thoſe, who abſtain from the Lord's 


Table: who refuſe to unite with their Chriſtian 


Brethren in thankfully acknowledging their 


Saviour's Love ; in calling to Remembrance 


his moſt engaging bright Example; and in 
praiſing the compaſſionate Goodneſs of their 
heavenly Father, who ſent His Son into the 
World, that he might redeem them from the 
cruel Bondage of their Sins, and raiſe them to the 
glorious Liberty of the Sons of God. 


I believe indeed there are many ſincerely 
pious Chriſtians, who in the Honeſty and Hu- 


mility of their Hearts judge it the ſafeſt to ſtay 


away : too ſcrupulouſly fearing the Charge of 
Raſhneſs : fearing what they really are inca- 


pable of, that is, “to be guilty of partaking in 
an unworthy Manner.” Such Fears may 


have had their Foundation in early Prejudices 
imbibed in the Courſe of Education. Or they 
may have been cauſed by reading injudicious 
Treatiſes on this Subject. But certainly they 
cannot have ariſen from a fair View of that 
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inartificial and plain Account given in the 
Scriptures: which is far from being ſo expreſſed 
as to diſcourage any, who wiſh to ſhow this 
Token of Regard to their Redeemer. At the 
ſame Time there are others (I am afraid) not a 
few, whoſe Conſcience, if fairly liſtened to, 
muſt loudly condemn their ſhameful NegleQ. 

Their Pretence is, “the Fear of ſinning 
& afterwards, and breaking the Reſolutions and 
&© Vows ſo ſolemnly made: which they ap- 
& prehend muſt be a great Aggravation of their 
4“ Guilt. To this I anſwer, The more liable 
we know ourſelves to be overtaken by any par- 
ticular Temptation, the more we are bound to 
ſtrive againſt it, and to uſe every religious Means 
of ſtrengthening and guarding our Hearts 
againſt the Power of it. And, if we ſhould ſoon 
be ſurpriſed into Sin, after having joined in 
the Celebration of the Lord's Supper, and in 
thoſe Addreſſes to the Almighty, which the 
Church hath appointed to accompany it, “our 
& Conſcience being now rendered more ſuſ- 
&« ceptible of Alarm” ought to be conſidered as 
a moſt deſirable Advantage gained. For what 
can be more likely to reclaim us from our 
Faults, than that, which makes them uneaſy 
to us? 
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But it is much to be feared that this pretended 
Excuſe is (generally ſpeaking) nothing elſe but 
a wilful Aim at Self-deceit. In which Caſe, 
how effeQtually ſoever Men may ſucceed in 
quieting their Conſcience for a Time, God 
almighty, who readeth the Heart, ſees and 
knows that it is no humble Diffidence in their 
own Strength, which prevents their Vows, but 
a ſettled Purpoſe to continue in their Sins; 
not a timorous Apprehenſion of ſoon breaking 
their Engagements, but a fixed Reſolution not 
to live as the Law of God diretts. They hate to 
be reformed, and have caſt God's Laws behind 
them. They have received the Knowledge of 
the Truth, and have been warned that the 
Wrath of God is revealed againſt all Unright- 
eouſneſs of Men; and they preſumptuouſly 
hold the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs. They may 
indeed deceive themſelves. But it is certain 
that God cannot be deceived ; neither will 
He be mocked. | 


When our Saviour inſtituted this holy Ordi- 
nance, he eſtabliſhed a Duty fo eaſy, plain, and 
reaſonable in its Nature, that one may juſtly 
ſay, it needeth not to occaſion either Scruples 
or Objections in the Minds of any, Never- 
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thelefs the weak will form Scruples and 
Difficulties; and the ill-diſpoſed will ſeek out 
ObjeQions: inſomuch that the Friends of 
Chriſtianity might be led to fear © that the 
« Remembrance of Chriſt's Death would in 
Time be utterly loſt, if Chriſt himſelf had not 


aſſured us that the Gates of Hell ſhall not 


prevail againſt his Church, 


In a World like this we have Need of every 


Spur, to awaken our Attention to the Call of 


Duty ; and every Help, that is calculated to 
promote an earneſt Exertion in the Prattice of 
it. Daily and hourly we find ourſelves tempted 
to forget our proper Buſineſs, as Creatures 
deſigned for Immortality. In ſhort, we never 


can be fafe, till we have attained to a ſteady 


Habit of thinking and conſidering what our 
Duty requires of us; and refletting moſt ſeri- 
ouſly upon. the Uſe we make of our Time and 
Talents. If we are unaccuſtomed to frequent 
Recollettion and Self.inſpection, we may be 
approaching nearer and nearer to the fatal 


Precipice, and at the ſame Time growing more 


and more inſenſible of our Danger. By De- 


grees we may become totally unmindful of that, 


* x Cor. xi, 26. 
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which ought ever to be accounted our firſt and 
moſt natural Concern; and devoted only to 
thoſe Purſuits, which are comparatively of no 
Conſequence at all. The regular Returns 
of religious Services are happily adapted for 
counteratting this Danger by awakening us to 
a Senſe of Duty. And it is a good Evidence of 
a virtuous Diſpoſition, when we are glad to uſe 
the Means appointed for our ſpiritual Improve- 
ment : when we are conſtant in cur private 
Prayers for Grace and Help from above, and 
always ready to honour God publicly in the 
Congregation of His People. But they, who 
are too proud toacknowledge their Dependence 
on the Almighty's Favour; who chuſe rather j 
to retain every evil and corrupt Aﬀettion, than 1 
to ſeek for Knowledge from above, and Grace 
to help in Time of Need ; as they wiſh * not to f 
& retain God in their Thoughts, nor to have fl 
e the awful Santtions of His Laws brought to j 
ci their Remembrance,” ſo they gladly would 


diſcard the Uſe of every Branch of Piety 
and Devotion. 


To conclude,—Since the Communion of the 1 
Lord's Supper is adapted to excite the moſt 
uſeful Reflections, and to impteſs upon our 
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Minds the moſt important Truths, whoever 
neglects to join in it, foregoes one excellent 
Means of raiſing his Affections above the 
groveling Purſuit of earthly Gratifications, and 
fixing his Heart upon the Love of God and 
Goodneſs. If we wiſh that Piety and true 
Religion ſhould take Root in us, and flouriſh, 
we muſt pay Attention to the Means, which God, 
in His Wiſdom, hath been pleaſed to appoint 
for that End. * Sincere and frequent Prayer 
« and Thankſgiving to our heavenly Father 
„will make Him habitually preſent to our 
“Thoughts. The public Worſhip of God, 
& whilſt it promotes the Edification of othgrs, 
& tends alſo to produce in ourſelves a more 
& awful Apprehenſion of that Power, which all 
& acknowledge; and a more affecting Senſe of 
& that Goodneſs, on which all depend. And 
& the folemn Remembrance of Chrift in the 
& holy Communion ſets before us in the moſt 
& advantageous Manner the Example of His 
© perfett Obedience, who patiently endured 
% every Affliction, that God was pleaſed to lay 
% upon him ;—whoſe undeſerved Suffering 
46 obtained for him a complete Triumph over 
& Death, and an Exaltation to the right Hand 
& of God.“ 
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Nothing can contribute more, to animate 
and encourage us in a virtuous Courſe, than 
remembering him, who hath thus ſhewn us the 
Way to Glory ;—who is gone before to pre- 
pare a Place for us; and hath promiſed, that, 
if we are faithful and true to our Profeſſion, we 
ſhall be Partakers of his unſpeakable Re- 
ward. Wherefore, if the Attainment of 
Heaven be in our Thoughts, let us be careful 
to ſeek it in the ſincere Devotion of our Hearts 
to God, and in the conſiſtent Practice of all 
Virtue : not in the punctual Obſervance of 
ſome Duties, whilſt others are negleQed or 
tranſgreſſed. And, at the ſame Time, that we 
obey our Saviour Chriſt in the Obſervance of 
this holy Ordinance, let us obey him likewiſe 
in keeping all the Laws of the bleſſed Goſpel. 
Let us remember © whoſe Servants we are.” 
And let us be ſo true to ourſelves, as to bear in 
Mind always, that, if we are ſtedfaſt and un- 
moveable, and abounding in the Work of the 


Lord, our Labour ſhall not be in vain in 
the Lord. 
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SERMON II. 


1 PETER Ul. 21. 


That ye ſhould follow his Steps. 


T is a general and very juſt Obſervation that 
Example teaches better than Precept.“ 


Mere Precept will oft ſeem dry and tedious. 
Or the applying it to ourſelves may require an 
extraordinary Degree of Ingenuouſneſs and Im- 
partiality. But Example makes the Inſtruttion 
plain and familiar to us. It gains upon our 
Affections; and excites our Emulation. It ſhows 
us, at one and the ſame Time, both the Loveli- 
neſs and Pratticableneſs of Virtue. When 
the Beauty of a good Life is realized in a ſtri- 
king Example, we are not only convinced, but 
affected, moved, and forcibly drawn towards 
the Imitation of it. Even very wicked Men 
cannot avoid perceiving an attrattive Charm 
therein; andare ſecretly inclined to wiſh that their 
own Conduct was wiſer and better. Where- 
fore this is to be accounted as one very ſingular 
Advantage in the Chriſtian Religion, that the 
bleffed Author of it hath in his own Perſon 
given us an Example. of every Virtue, and 
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every Duty, that belongs to Man. And ve 
have Reaſon to be moſt thankful to our hea- 
venly Father, who hath been pleaſed to furniſh 
us with that compleat Information of the Life 
and Character of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
which the Goſpel Hiſtory contains. 


Our Saviour was always intent upon the Bu- 
fineſs, for which he came into the World. His 
Father had appointed him a Service to perform : 
and he never loſt ſight of it. Accordingly he 


ſaid (John g. 4.) I muſt work the Works of Him, 


that ſent me, while it is Day. The Night 
cometh, when no Man can work. When he 
had tarried behind the reſt of the Company at 
Jeruſalem, for the Purpoſe (as it appears) of 
receiving Inſtruttion from the Teachers of the 
Law; and his Mother reproved him for the 
Diſtreſs he thereby occaſioned ; he replied, 
How is it that ye have fought me? Wiſt ye not 
that I muſt be about my Father's Buſineſs ? This 
was his firſt Care at all Times, and in all 
Places. When his Companions brought 
Meat, and deſired him to partake of it, he ſaid, 
I have Meat to eat, which ye know not of. My 
Meat is to do the Will of Him, that ſent me, and 
to finiſh His Work, This was at once ex- 
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preſſive of his faithful Attachment to his hea- Il 
| ; : 

venly Father; and of the Correſpondence of | 
his own Heart to the Nature of that Work, unto | 
| 


which he was appointed. 


He came to ſeek and to ſave that, which was 9 
loſt. In the Proſecution of this Deſign, what | 
generous Compaſſion, what Tenderneſs, Gen- i 
tleneſs, and Patience, did he manifeſt on all t 
Occaſions! Every Part of his Conduct and 
Behaviour was a Teſtimony of his Love to 1 
Mankind. Wich unwearied Application he 
laboured to ſerve and benefit Men, even in 
Deſpite of themlelves. With the livelieſt Com- il 
paſſion he beheld them enſlaved to Vices, which 1 
ſunk them in Diſgrace and Miſery. And from 
this ſad Condition he ſtrove to deliver them, 
with a Degree of Zeal, which no Difficulty nor | 
Danger could repreſs, norall the Ingratitudeand i 

Perverſeneſs of Men could extinguiſn. With 
what Condeſcenſion and Humility did he con- 
verſe with thoſe amongſt the wicked, whom 
others negletted and deſpiſed : ſtriving to melt 
them into a Senſe of their Duty, by his 
unexampled Meekneſs and Kindneſs! With 
what Openneſs of Heart did he receive all that 
came to him! with what Fleaſure give 
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every good Aftion its due Commendation! and 


with what Tenderneſs cheriſh every Inclination 
towards Virtue ! Moſt truly did his CharaQter 
anſwer the Deſcription of the Prophet Iſaiah : 
who ſpeaketh of him in theſe remarkable 


Words, He ſhall not ſtrive, nor cry, nor cauſe 
his Voce to be heard in the Streets. A bruiſed 


Reed ſhall he not break ; and ſmoking Flax he 
ſhall not quench. He ſhall feed his Flock like a 
"Shepherd ; he ſhall gather the Lambs with his 


Arms, and carry them in his Boſom ; and gently 
lead thoſe, that are with young. 


Humility is deſervedly accounted the richeſt 
Grace, that adorns the Chriſtian Character. 
This lovely and moſt uſeful Virtue (for it 

is indeed the Foundation of all other Virtues) 
ſhone with diſtinguiſhed Radiance in the Perſon 
of Jeſus Chriſt. His Breaſt was intirely free 
from all thoſe turbulent Commotions and 


_ outrageous Paſſions, which are the Offspring of 


Pride. Patience and Mildneſs, as well as 
Innocence, were enthroned there. He was 
always in the true Poſſeſſion of himſelf; and 
prepared to meet the fierceſt Storm of Injuries 
with Calmneſs and Compoſure. All the Ca- 
lumny and Baſeneſs of his Perſecutors could 


21 


never once put him off his Guard. All the 
Violence and Fury of a malicious World could 


not force him from the Path of Integrity and 
Goodneſs. 


Though the Jews employed Spies to watch 
for an Opportunity of enſnaring him in his 
Diſcourſe ; and practiſed many treacherous 1 
Arts to draw him into their Power by finding | 
ſome Ground of Accuſation againſt him; their 1 
atrocious Behaviour did not excite any angry 
Reſentment in him. When they attempted 
to undermine his Reputation, and to repreſent 
him as 4 Tranſgreſſor of the Law of God : jd 
alledging that he profaned the Sabbath, and 
ſuffered his Diſciples alſo to profane it; he 
defended himſelf againſt their ſpiteful Cenſures, | 
without either Reſentment or Reproach. He | 
patiently endured the Contradiction of Sinners. 
When he was reviled, he reviled not again; 
when he ſuffered, he threatened not. All the 
cruel and inſulting Treatment which he received, 
could not induce him to retaliate in any Way, 
nor even to bring @ railing Accuſation againſt 
the bittereſt of his Enemies. He was led as a 
Lamb to the Slaughter ; and, as a Sheep before 
her Shearers is dumb, ſo he opened not his 
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Mouth. This Part of our Saviour's Character 
is particularly recommended to our Imitation 
by St. Peter. This is thank-worthy, (ſaith he) 
if a Man for Conſcience towards God endure 
Grief, ſuffering wrongfully. For, what Glory 
is it, if, when ye are buffeted for your Faults, ye 
take it patiently ? But, if, when ye do well, 
and ſuffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is 
acceptable with God. For even hereunto were 


ye called: (becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us: 


leaving us an Example, ) that ye ſhould follow 
his Steps. 


Though he himſelf was pure, holy and 
undefiled, yet he was ever ready to pity and to 
bear with the Weakneſs and Infirmity of others. 
He did not ſay, ſtand off, for I am holier than 
thou; but converſed freely with Publicans 
and Sinners for their Good : though he thereby 
expoled himſelf to the Contempt and Reproach 
of the diſdainful Pharaſces : who truſted in 
themſelves that they were righteous, and def- 
piſed others, When he ſeverely rebuked the 
Scribes and the Phariſees, and denounced Woe 


againſt them, it was not in Reſentment of any 


perſonal Infults or Injuries received from 


them, but on Account of their Pride, Avarice, 
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and Hypocriſy for the great Wickedneſs of 
their Lives, which they covered with an Outſide 
Show of Piety, and Zeal for Religion. 


When his Diſciples, in their impetuous Zeal, 
would have called down Fire from Heaven, to 
conſume thoſe Samaritans, who had refuſed to 
receive him, becauſe he was going towards 
Jeruſalem, he rebuked them, and ſaid, “ Ye 
& know- not what Manner of Spirit ye are of. 
& The Son of Man is not come to deſtroy Men's 


Lives, but to fave them.” 


Being condemned, though innocent, to ſuffer 
a moſt cruel and ignominious Death, he not 
only prayed for his Murderers, (whilſt he was 
enduring the very Agonies of Death ) but 
pleaded an Excuſe for them : ſaying, Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do. 


Many affecting Inſtances are recorded of our 
Saviour's compaſſionate Tenderneſs. He ap- 
pears to have been endued with the moſt 
exquiſite Senſibility of Heart; and to have felt 
deeply for all the Sorrows and Afflictions of 
Mankind. Every Suffering, and every Want, 
that he bekeld, excited his Regard and Pity. 
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When he obſerved the Crowds of People, 
that followed him, he was moved with Com- 
paſſion, and compared them to Sheep having no 
Shepherd. Then faith he unto his Diſciples, 
The Harveſt truly is plenteous ; but the Labour- 
ers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the 


Harveſt, that He will ſend forth Labourers into 
His Harveſt. 


As the City of Jeruſalem lay in Proſpe& 
before him, he wept over it, and uttered this 
pathetic Lamentation, If thou hadſt known, 
& even thou, at leaſt in this thy Day, the Things, 
&« that belong unto thy Peace] But now they are 
&« hid from thine Eyes.” He was grieved for 
the Hardneſs of Men's Hearts; and deeply 
afflited at beholding that Stubbornneſs and 
Infidelity, which nothing could ſubdue. 


Such is the Charafter of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
from the Deſcription of thoſe, who knew him 
well, and were Eye-witneſſes of the Things, 


which they have recorded. 


To ſay, „it is the moſt illuſtrious and moſt 
“ engaging Character, that ever appeared in the 
„% World,” is ſaying little, It has every Thing, 
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that could recommend and endear it to us. 

That Chriſtian, who can remain „“ unmoved” 
by ſuch an Example of perſevering Goodneſs 
and Kindneſs, whoſe Heart is unaffected by 
ſuch unparallell'd Compaſſion and Love, is 
ſurely loſt to all Senſe of Goodneſs and natural 
Affection, as well as Gratitude and Generoſity. 
St. Paul ſpeaks in Terms of the utmoſt Ab- 
horrence of ſuch a Perſon as loveth not the 
Lord Feſus. To love ſuch a Benefattor, is 7M) 
moſt natural Inclination of the human Heart. 
And, if we love him, it is no leſs natural to be 
diſpoſed to imitate his Virtues. 


As Chriſtians, we are required to form our 
Lives after the Example, which Chriſt hath 
given us. Wherefore we ought to accuſtom 
ourſelves to recolle& © how he acted on various 
Occaſions ;” and ſincerely endeavour to imi— 
tate his Temper and Condutt, when we are in 
ſimilar Situations. 


Did our Saviour in his AMiQions reſign 
himſelf to the Will of God, without the leaſt 
Murmuring or Repining ?—Then let us, when 
we are in Trouble, ſubmit patiently and con- 
tentedly to the Diſpoſal of Providence ; and be 


it 
? 
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always ready to ſay, as he did, Father, not my 
Mill, but thine be done. 


Are ve expoſed to Inſults and Provocations 

from the ſpiteful, haſty, or ill-judging ?—Let 
us be prepared to conſider their Folly, or even 
their IIl- nature, with Pity rather than Reſent- 
ment. Let us reſolve to poſſeſs our Souls in 
Patience; and be very careful, leſt we become 
Partakers of their Guilt by ſhowing anything 
of the hike Temper and Behaviour towards 
them. 


Was the conſtant Tenour of his Behaviour 
gentle, candid, and inoffenſive ?—Let us be 
careful to give no unneceſſary Offence to our 
Neighbour. Let us be mild and candid towards 
his Failings ; and generouſly diſpoſed to make 
all reaſonable Allowances for him. Let us 
ſtrive, as much as poſſible, to live peaceably with 
all Men. 


Did he gladly embrace every Opportunity of 
doing Good both to the Bodies and Souls of 
Men ?—Let us, after the Example of his Benevo- 
lence, ſtudy to be as uſeful as we can, whilſt we 
remain on Earth. Let us faithfully exert thoſe ' 
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Abilities, which it hath pleaſed God to give us, 
in doing all the Good we can to all Men. 


Was he meek and lowly in Heart Let us be 
cloathed with Humility. Humility is the 
indiſpenſible Foundation both of Happineſs 
and Goodneſs, It is the natural Ground-work 
of the bliſsful Temper of Contentment ; and 
alſo of that teachable Diſpoſition, which pre- 
pares the Way for every Improvement in 
Virtue. Almoſt every Part of Scripture points 
out to us, how peculiarly acceptable in the 
Sight of God is à humble Mind. 
tumbleth himfelf as a little Child, (faith our 
bleſſed Saviour) the ſame is greateſt in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. And, that his Diſciples 
might never forget the important Leſſon of 
Humility, he took an effectual Method of 
riveting it in their Minds, by performing himſelf 
one of the loweſt Offtices—waſhing his Diſciples 
Feet. This he did a very little Time before 
his Death. And he declared to them the Pur- 
poſe he had in View, in the following Words, 
Ye call me Maſter, and Lord; and ye ſay well: 
for fo J am. If T then, your Lord and Maſter, 
have waſhed your Feet, ye ought alſo to waſh one 
another's Feet, For 1 have given you an Exam- 
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ple, that ye ſhould do as JI have done to you. 
Verily verily T fay unto you, The Servant is not 


greater than his Lord; neither he, that is ſent, 


greater than him, that ſent him. Tf * ye know 
&« theſe Things, happy are ye, if ye do them.” 


Take my Yoke upon you, (ſaith our Saviour) 
and learn of me: for I am meek and lowly in 
Heart ; and ye ſhall find Reſt to your Souls : 
for my Yoke is eaſy, and my Burden is light. 

Let us then be perſuaded to accept the gracious 
Invitation : that we may experience the Sweet- 
neſs of that Reſt, which Chriſt propoſeth to us. 
Let us take his eaſy Yoke and light Burden 
upon us: eaſy indeed in Compariſon of the 


galling Chains both of Body and Mind, to which 


the deluded Sinner ſubmits.* Let us faith- 


* Does Religion forbid the cheerful enjoyment of life, as rigorouſly as 
Avarice forbids them? Does ſhe require ſuch ſacrifices of our eaſe as Ambi- 
tion ? or ſuch renunciations of our quiet as Pride ? Does Devotion murder ſeep 
like Diſſipation ? Does ſhe deſtroy health like Interr.perance ? Does ſhe 
annihilate fortune like Gaming? Does ſhe imbitter life like Diſcord ? or 
abridge it like Duelling ? Does Religion impoſe more vigilance than Suſpi- 
cion? or half as many mortifications as Vanity? Vice has her Martyrs. The 
moſt auſtere and ſelf-denying Aſcetic (who miſtakes the genius of Chriſtianity 
almoſt as much as her enemies) never tormented himſelf with ſuch cruel and 
cauſcleſs ſeverity, as that, with which Envy lacerates her unhappy votaries. 
Worldy Honour obliges us to be at the trouble of reſenting injuries; but 
Religion ſpares us that inconvenience by commanding us to forgive them; and 


by this injunction conſults our happineſs no leſs than our virtue. Page 92 of 


Thoughts on the Importance of the Manners of the great to general Soci- 


£ty ;“ Cadell, London, 7th Edition. 
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fully ſtrive to bring our Heart and Temper un- 
der proper Diſcipline. Let us chaſten and cor- 
rect every worldly Diſpoſition, every ſelfiſh or 
wilful Defire. Let us (as the Apoſtle faith) caſt 


down Imaginations, and every high Thing, that 
exalteth itſelf againſt the Knowledge of God: 


and bring into Captivity 88 Thought to tlie 


Obedience of Chriſt. 


To conclude. Let us humbly and earneſtly 
pray to God for the merciful Aſſiſtance of His 
Grace: that we may be enabled duly to regu- 
late all our Affections. Let us cheriſh and 
exerciſe the moſt benevolent Diſpoſitions. 
And, by the ſteady Practice of thoſe Things, 
which are moſt conducive to our own true 
Peace and Satisfaction, as well as the Comfort 
and Happineſs of thoſe around us, let us prepare 
and fit ourſelves for that bleſſed World, where 
Righteouſneſs and Peace for ever reign: 
whither our Saviour Chriſt is gone before, to 
prepare a place for us: that we may live with 
him for ever in Joy and Glory inconceiv- 
able. 
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SERMON III. 


MaTTHEwW VU. 12. 


Whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould do to you, 


do ye even ſo to them : for this is the Law and 
the Prophets. 


* Deſign of this Precept of Jeſus Chriſt's 
is to prevent the evil Effects of our 
natural Partiality towards ourſelves, by leading 
us to judge fairly and truly of our own Be- 
haviour. 


We are generally ready enough in perceiv- 
ing the Extent of what we have a Right to 
expect from other Men; but frequently very 
far from ſhowing the ſame quick Diſcernment 
of what they are entitled to from us. The 
excellent Rule contained in the Text 1s cal- 
culated to remove this Difficulty. For it 
enables us, if we are honeſtly diſpoſed, to have 
as clear an Apprehenſion of heir juſt and pro- 
per Claims, as of our own. It adapts itſelf to 
every Caſe ; and plainly ſhews us, whether the 


Part we have atted, or are about to att, is con- 


ſiſtent with that Juſtice and Humanity, to 
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which we know we are obliged by the Laws 

of God. An habitual ſteady Application of it 

would be an effeQual Preſervative of our 

Integrity in all our Dealings with Mankind. 

It is not deſigned merely to prevent Injuſtice, 
Violence, and Oppreſlion, but alſo to promote 
Compaſſion, Kindneſs, and Generofity. If we 
are willing to be directed by this comprehenſive 
Rule, it will lead us both to the Knowledge 
Bo and Prattice of whatſoever Things are true, ho- 


neſt, juſt, pure, lovely, and of good Report. 


The Obligation to Chriſtian Benevolence few 
attempt to deny. Nevertheleſs in the various 
Inſtances, wherein we are called upon to exer— 
ciſe it, how oft do our ſelfiſh Inclinations 
miſguide and almoſt blind us! By the Help 
of this Rule we may plainly perceive when we 
tranſgreſs the Chriſtan Law of Love towards 
our Neighbour. And by this Rule we muſt be 
Judged at the laſt Day : when our own Con- 
ſcience ſhall bear Witneſs againſt us for all the 
unchriſtian Deeds, that we have done ; and we 
ſhall with Shame acknowledge, how unkind, 
inhuman, and unnatural we ourſelves, ſhould 
have accounted that Behaviour of which we 
were guilty towards our Neighbour. | 
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Nothing is more, common than to hear Men 
apply this Rule to others, when their Attention 
happens to be excited by any extraordinary 
Inſtance of Injuſtice, Ingratitude, Oppreſſion, 
wanton Miſchief, Spitefulneſs, or Revenge. 
Moſt Men ſeem ready to appeal to it in de- 
ſcribing the Injuries, which they themſelves 
have received. And ſometimes thoſe very 
Perſons will have Recourle to it, who are moſt 
notoriouſly guilty of diſregarding it in their 
own Conduct. For they, who are the loudeſt 
in complaining, and the readieſt to deſcribe 
their Neighbour's Faults with every Kind of 
Aggravation, are ſometimes not at all ſcru— 
pulous of treſpaſſing on the Property or 
Charatter of other Men, if a ſuitable Temptation 
offers itſelf. Some Perſons would undoubt- 
edly chuſe (if they might be ſo far indulged) 
to have one Law for themſelves, and another 
for their Neighbours. 


The Application of this Rule would ſet many 
of our Actions in ſuch a Light, as we ſeem to 
be little aware of. If a Man was accuſtomed 
ſincerely to examine himſelf by this Rule in 
his general Intercourſe with the World, he 
would defiſt from many an harſh, unkind, and 
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unfair Proceeding ; and would forbear many a 
diſhonourable and unchriſtian Step, which he 
is tempted to take, through a Neglect of ſup- 
poſing himſelf in the Place of his Neighbour, 
and conſidering what his own Thoughts and 
Reflections would then be. Many an unne- 
ceſſary Cenſure upon our abſent Friends or 
Acquaintance would be ſpared, if we only 


conſidered how ungenerous and unkind we 


onrlelves ſhould think the ſame Treatment. 
Many a Stroke of wanton Cruelty we might 
have kept ourſelves from being guilty of, if we 
had been careful not to do the Thing to others, 


which we muſt own would have given great 
Pain to us. 


Before we at any Time preſume to paſs a 


ſevere judgment upon a guilty Perſon, let us 


ſtop a little, and conſider, whether, if it had 
been our own Caſe, we ſhould not have thought 
it very hard that no Compaſſion towards an 
crring Brother, no Remembrance of the com- 
mon Weakneſs of human Nature, no probable 
Circumſtance attending the Temptation, ſhould 
be allowed to mitigate the Rigour of that 
Sentence, which our Neighbour, our Fellow 
Chriſtian, perhaps our familiar Acquaintance; is 
willing to paſs upon us. 
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Plain and obvious as is the Application of 
this moſt uſeful and neceſſary Rule, yet how 
many Inſtances do we lee of thoſe, whoſe daily 
Practice towards their Neighbour is directly 
contrary to that Treatment, which themſelves 
in a ſimilar Situation would require ! The 
Man, who baſely taketh Advantage of the 
Ignorance, the Imprudence, or the Weakneſs, of 
others ;—the Man, who in any Way abuſes the 
Confidence, that is put in him by the innocent 
and unſuſpetiing ;—the Man, who meanly and 
cruelly tyranniſes over Servants and Depen- 
dants; the Man, who (like the wunmerciful 
Servant in the Goſpel) would ſtrip the unfor- 
tunate even to the Skin, rather than relax in the 
ſmalleſt Point of his legal Claim the Man, 
who with-holdeth from the poor Labourer any 
Part of his proper Wages, or oppreſleth him by 
unreaſonable and rigorous Demands ;—the 
Man, who moſt unkindly and unfeelingly per- 
fiſts in ſacrificing the Peace and Happineſs of 
thoſe, „ whom he is peculiarly bound to 
comfort, cheriſh, and protect from every 
Injury,” rather than take any Pains to correct 
the Petulance or Impatience of his own Tem- 
per the Man, who is ſo far from fulfilling 
the Law of Chriſt (as the Apoſtle ſaith) by 


. 
— 


: 
- 
44 
2 x 
I. 
* 7x 
= 
- 
1 
* 


- — 


——ä— — — 
* — 


Rar - AS at 8 „ n . 
Win a 


. ⏑ uo — ä—ũ—̃—k —A— — er cm 
 £ > + 


ä ——— — 


— . —— a 
— — . — he o 
- 


p_— — 


' 
| 
7 
; 
þ 
| 
1 
| 
' 


36 


helping to bear his Nerghbour's Burdens, that 
he is willing and ready at all Times to increaſe 
them for the Sake of the moſt trifling Advan- 
tage to himſelf ;—all thefe ſtand condemned 
by the Chriſtian Law of Love. And, whether 
flothſul Inattention to their Duty, or wilful 
Wickedneſs, hath cauſed them to diſregard this 
moſt inſtructive Precept, this golden Rule of 
Life, they will aſſuredly find by ſad Expe- 
rience, that, either in this World or the World 
to come, with the ſame Meaſure, as they have 
dealt to others, it ſhall be meaſured to them 
again. | 


«© When Men are reſolved never to ſacrifice 
their Inclination to their Duty, they wiſh to 
„ avoid ſeeing what is their Duty.” Some 
indeed will be ſo far from availing themſelves 
of the clear Light, Inſtruttion, and Perſuaſion, 


which this Rule affords, that they will induſtri— 


ouſly ſhut their Eyes againſt the Truth, and put 
from them whatever 1s calculated to awaken in 
them a proper Senſe of their Duty. And if 
the Plainneſs, together with the high Authority 
of the Precept, attually forces itſelf upon their 
Mind and Apprehenfion, they are ready to ſay, 
(with the wicked King Ahab) Haſt thou found 


DE. 

— 
me, O mine Enemy? Still, even amongſt 
thoſe, whoſe great Misſortune it is to be carried 


down the Stream of faſhionable Diſſipation, 


and hurried out of almoſt every Opportunity 


of * ſober Thinking, reflecting as rational 
e Beings, and conſidering what are the various 
% Duties, which they owe to God and to their 
% Fellow-creatures,” there are ſome, who have 
not ſo far hardened their Hearts againſt the 
natural Feeling of Humanity, but that they 
would deſpiſe themſelves for their ſhameful 
Inattention to the Happineſs of others, if once 
they were thoroughly aware of the cruel Omiſ- 
ſions they are guilty of. Let a rich Man 
conſider the various Diſtreſſes, which the poor 
occaſionally ſuffer, and which are not the 


Conſequence of any Fault or Neglect of their 


own. Let him ſuppoſe himſelf ſuffering the 


ſevere Hardſhips, to which he knows (or at 
leaſt might know) the poor are frequently 
expoſed, eſpecially in old Age, or in the Time 
of Sickneſs : aggravated by the Pain of ſeeing 


themſelves inhumanly negledted and diſre- 


garded by thoſe, who eaſily could, and moſt 
aſſuredly ought to comfort and relieve them. 
Then let him aſk himſelf, what would be his 
own Feelings in ſuch a Situation, what would 
ON c ; 
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be his Thoughts and Reflections on his unmer- 
ciful Fellow-chriſtians ;—and thus learn to 
diſcharge the common Debt of Humanity.“ 


By not taking due Care to apply this Rule to 
himſelf, a Man may in Time contract ſuch a 
rooted Habit of Selfiſhneſs, that no Claim of 
Pity, no Call of Duty, no Recollettion of that 
Mercy, which he himſelf hath experienced from 
God, ſhall be able to make the leaſt Impreſſion 
upon him. On the other Hand, a conſtant 
careful Attention to it will be the ſureſt 


Means of advancing daily in our Chriſtian 


Courſe. A ſteady Remembrance of it will 
ſerve as the happieſt Mode of “ Self-examina- 
tion.” For 1t will prevent our committing 


* Well knowing how ready ſome Perſons are to catch at every Shadow of 
an Opportunity of excuſing their own Neglects, and juſtifying themſelves, 
c by comparing their own ſmall Ability with the extenſive Means poſſeſſed 
« by others, who ſhow no greater Inclination than themſelves to relieve the 
cc Diſtreſſes of their Fellow- creatures, I beg Leave to remind them, that no 
Man's Faults or Neglects ſtand excuſed before God, on Account of the greater 
Faults of other Men. And, in this Caſe eſpecially, he, who judges unfavour- 
ably of his Neighbour, may do him very great Injuſtice. For, although public 
Contributions are ſometimes highly neceſſary, and many Inſtances of com- 

| paiFonate Kindneſs to our Neighbour may very properly be practiſed without 
Concealment, yet in general our fecret Benevolence, which is known only to 
God and ourſelves, is the moſt acceptable to Him. And ſuch Benevolence 


wndoubredly is praiſed by many, who forbear almoſt every Inflance of chari- 
table Diſtribution, that cannot be done ſecretly. 
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many Crimes, into which we might otherwiſe | 


be ſeduced. And moſt aſſuredly, no Repen- 
tance, how deep and painful ſoever, can obtain 
for us the lively Satisfaction, which they expc- 
rience, who have kept themſelves undefiled and 
innocent from great Offences, 


We cannot form too great an Idea of the 
Excellence and Importance of this Rule, It 
is open to the Knowledge and Practice of all. 
In its Application it comprehends every In- 
ſtance of Duty to our Neighbour ;—every 


Caſe, wherein Juſtice, Beneyolence, Kindneſs, 


Generoſity, or Mercy is concerned. They, 
who are not capable of much Depth of Argu- 
ment, may, by the Help of it, diſcover plainly 
and certainly what they are bound to do in all 
their ſocial Concerns, and in all the mutual 
Relations of Life. Though it may not enable 
a Man to underſtand the whole of every Caſe, 
it will invariably qualify him to att his Part 
with the happy Confidence of Sincerity and 
Uprightneſs ; and will preſerve him from all 
Hazard of a wounded Conſcience. Our Sa- 
viour himſelf was pleaſed to call this Rule the 
Sum and Subſtance of all the moral Inſtruction 


contained in the inſpired Writings of Moſes 
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and the Prophets. The due Obſervance of it 
is the Completion of the Chriſtian Law of Love. 
And happy are they, who walk according to 


this Rule : for the Peace of God ſhall be upon 
them. 


When Times innumerable you have atted in 
Defiance of this Chriſtian Precept, what are the 
rich Gains you find yourſelves in Poſſeſſion 
of? Have you obtained the Eſteem and Love 
of your Equals? Have you inſured to your- 
ſelves the earneſt Prayers of your poor Neigh- 
bours? Have you entailed a Bleſſing upon 
your Children; and laid up in Store for 
yourſelves ſubſtantial Comfort againſt the evil 
Days of your earthly Pilgrimage ? When 
outward Supports begin to fail, it is terrible to 
find no Comfort from within ; no Anſwer of a 
good Conſcience towards God ; but, inſtead 
thereof, a plain Fore-fight of the ſad Account 
you muſt ſoon be called to; and bitter Self- 
reproach for having lived under the Light of 
the bleſſed Goſpel, in the Knowledge of Chriſt's 
equitable and good Laws, and having perſiſted 


through Life to er and wilfully dil- 
obey them. 
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To conclude. None can deny the Uſefulneſs 
and Excellency of this Rule. None, who be— 
lieve the Chriſtian Religion to have come from 
God, can evade the Obligation to apply it to 
themſelves on all Occaſions. Whoever al- 
lows himſelf in the habitual Neglect of it, 
aſſuredly lives in ſuch Tranſgreſſion of the Law 
of God, as muſt prove his final Condemnation 
at the Day of Judgment. We ought to 
meditate upon it Day and Night; to impreſs 
upon our Hearts and Minds the important Uſe 
and Value of it; to convince ourſelves tho- 
roughly of the abſolute Neceſſity of attending 
to it; and prepare ourſelves to be guided and 
directed by it at all Times. The preſent 
Reward of ſuch faithful Exerciſe will be“ that 
& ſweet Peace, which they enjoy, who love God's 
& Laws.” And we ſhall aſſuredly find hereafter, 
that the everlaſting Glories of the Kingdom of 
Heaven are deſigned for thoſe only, who are 
willing to imitate the lovely Example of our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ;—who labour to form 
their Hearts to Meckneſs, Patience, and 
Contentment Who ſincerely endeavour to 
promote the Happineſs of their Fellow-crea- 
tures ; (in ſhort) who prepare themſelves to 
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obey that great and good Command of the all- 
wiſe Creator © to love their Nerghbours as 
themſelves.” 
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SERMON IV. 


HEBREWS, X111. 16. 


To do Good and to communicate forget not. 
For with ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed. 


ROM the Conſtitution and Circumſtances 

of Mankind, (that 1s) from the natural 
Affections being adapted, as they are, to the 
common Neceſſities of our Condition in this 
World, it evidently appears, that we are 
formed for the Service of cach other, and de- 
ſigned to contribute each our Share to the 
general Good. And the Word of God, as it 
ſtands revealed to us in both the old and new 
Teſtament, confirms this Idea. Our heavenly 
Father hath commanded His Children to be 
mutually kind and helpful; He hath placed us 
together, ſo circumitanced in Reſpett of cach 
other, as gives ample Opportunity for the 
Exercile of Benevolence ; and He hath aflured 
us that our Happineſs, both in this Life and in 
the Life to come, muſt have its Foundation in 
the ſincere Love of our Neighbour. Hence 
it is of much greater Importance to have right 
Diſpoſitions formed and cltabliſhed in us to- 


—S2—m—s3— k — 
"OD ——_ PREFER 
— 


OS me — — ſ —— mGMm nh nn — — 
— 4 — —— — 


—— —— 2 — - — <A — 

— — — — 4 

* b . * - 17 4 — 
— — — — © — — - L ARDC # 8 as 2 

a - 
- * 2 
„ SJ A p —— — 9 — * 
— D—Ä— — is ws 2 — 
4 E 
- 
* 


2 . "1 be ny, 
2 — Se ; pager” 3 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


44 


wards each other, than to have all our ſelfiſh 
Deſires of every Kind compleatly gratified. 


The Service required of us is in Proportion to 
the Extent of our Abilities. We muſt labour 
truly to do all the Good we can to all Men, if we 
would att as becomes our Relation to that 
Body, of which Chriſt is the Head, and of which 


we all are Members, 


St. Paul (in his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians) 
declareth, that, although we give our whole 
Subſtance to the poor, yet, if we have not 
% the conſiſtent Principle of Chriſtian Cha- 
& rity,” ſo as to do our Duty to our Neighbour 
in other Reſpetts alſo, is will avail us nothing. 
By which he meant to guard us againſt imagining 
that © our being kind and liberal to the poor” 
will in any Degree recommend us to the 
Favour of God, whilſt we perſiſt in Practices, 
that are injurious to any Part of Society. 
Nevertheleſs it is a very eſſential Part of Duty 
in all thoſe, whom Providence hath enabled 
to relieve the Diſtreſſes of their Fellow-crea- 
tures ——lIt is an Exerciſe of Duty almoſt 
always at Hand. For the poor we have always 
with us, And to many it is the readieſt and 
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plaineſt Occaſion of exerciſing themſelves in 
good Works, and proving their ſincere Love to 


their Neighbour, together with their Gratitude 
to the merciful Father of Mankind. 


Worthy Families brought to Diſtreſs ; Chil- 
dren deſerted or uneducated ; Perſons decrepid 
with Age; thoſe, who are weak in Under- 
ſtanding ; they, who have loſt Freedom Health 
or Limbs in the Service of their Country ; 
they, who labour under extreme Poverty ; and 
more eſpecially they, who ſuffer the keen | 
Affliction of „ Sickneſs and Poverty united ;” 
—theſe are ſome of the propereſt Objetts of 
our compaſſionate Regard. Theſe are the poor 
indeed: “ whoſe Cries we ought to hear; | 
« whoſe Wants we ought both to know and to 
„ relieve.” Theſe are they, who, in the Sight | | 
of God, have * Right to our Aſſiſtance. 
From ſuch we cannot turn away our Faces, 
without being unjuſt to them, and ſtill more 
injurious to ovrſelves. Chriſtian Prudence 
will always direct us to ſhow a Preference to | 
the moſt deſerving ; and to diſpenſe our Bounty 
in ſuch a Manner, as to encourage, not Idleneſs | 
Extravagance or Immorality, but virtuous | 
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Induſtry. Vet extreme Diſtreſs, though it may 
be the Effect of blameable Miſcondutt, ſhould 
never fail to engage our merciful Atten- 
tion. We might find many an induſtrious _ 
poor Man, who, with the moſt conſtant Exer- 
tion of ſevere Labour, is unable to provide the 
common Neceſſaries of Life for his large Fa- 
mily many an honeſt poor Family ſuffering 
ſuch extreme Diſtreſs, (by Sickneſs or violent 


Accidents) as they, who are ſurrounded with 


all the Comforts of Life, ſcarcely know how to 
form an Idea of. The covetous the luxu— 
rious and the indolent © carefully avoid ſach 
„Sights.“ Elſe even their Hearts would not be 
hard enough to reſiſt the Call of Pity, when 
ſuch Scenes of Miſery were before their Eyes. 
Whilſt the Impreſſion was freſh upon their 
Minds, they could not ſatisfy themſelves with 
the preſumptuous Mockery of barely wi/hing 
Relief to their afflicted Brethren. To the 
Shame of many be it ſpoken, * the very pooreſt 
* are frequently known to do more for each 
„other, than their Neighbours, who have 
e infinitely more in their Power, are willing to 
% do for them.“ 


Our Happineſs in this World depends much 
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more upon the inward State of our Minds, than 
upon any outward Circumſtances. Unleſs our 
AﬀeCtions are regulated by ſome conſiſtent ſteady 


Principle, the Poſſeſſion of Riches is more likely 


to produce Diſorder in the Mind, and conſe- 
quent Miſery, than ſolid Pleaſure and Satisfac- 
tion. And the only Principle, that is adapted 
for regulating the Aﬀettions, is Religion. 

When a Man reflects that he is born for Eter- 
nity ; that the preſent Life is deſigned merely 
as a Preparation for the next; and that the 
revealed Will of the Creator is, that © no Man 
& ſhall live to himſelf alone, but that every one 
&« ſhall ſtrive to promote the Happineſs of his 
& Fellow-creatures,” he will be led to conſider 
his Fortune, or whatever Endowment he may 
have, that enables him to be ſerviceable to 
others, as a Talent entruſted to him by his 
heavenly Father: who will oblige him to 


account for the Uſe Of it. He will be ſenſible 


that he ought to cheriſh that Compaſſion, which 
is natural to the human Heart, and to keep it 
in continual Exerciſe : leſt any of thoſe ſelfiſh 
Inclinations, to which we are hable, ſhould 
gradually ſupplant it; and ſome Root of Bitter- 
neſs, ſpringing up in its Place, defile his 
Heart, | | 


48 
— 

When we have learnt to conſider and view 
Things in a true Light, we ſhall be convinced 
that the chief Value of Riches is “ their ena- 
e bling us to promote the general Good of 
% Mankind.” And whoever faithfully endea- 
vours to make his Riches a public Benefit, may 
reſt aſſured that to himſelf they will prove a 
Bleſſing above all Eſtimation. Wherefore 
they, who undertake the Taſk of recommend- 
ing and enforcing the Duty of generous 
« Compaſſion,” are not to be conſidered as 
merely pleading the Cauſe of the poor, but as 
defiring to benefit much more eſſentially thoſe 
Perſons, whom they ſolicit to pity and relieve 
their diſtreſſed. Brethren. Whoſo hath this 
World's Good, and ſeeth his Brother have Need, 
and ſhutteth up his Compaſſion from him, how 
dwelleth the Love of God in him, 


| Nothing leſs than a tHorough and impartial 
Attention to the divine Inſtruttion of the Goſ- 
pel, and receiving its heavenly Precepts into 
our Hearts, will give our Benevolence its 
proper Extent. We ought to rejoice in the 
Opportunity of doing Good. Whatever 1s 
likely to be conducive to the Happineſs of our 
Fellow-creatures ſhould have our ready Con- 
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eurrence. Far from declining the Occaſions, 
that preſent themſelves, we ought induſtriouſly 
to ſeek for Opportunities of employing our Ta- 
lent to Advantage, and laying up for ourſelves 
a Treaſure in Heaven, But, till we have learnt 
to acknowledge the Obligation of Chriſtianity, 
and begin to be influenced by a real Love of 
God's Laws, our worldly Inclinations wall 
generally outweigh our Benevolence ; and any 
little mean Pretence will ſerve as an Excuſe for 


diſregarding our Neighbour's Happineſs. 


a 


Let us not be weary in well doing, (ſaith the 
Apoſtle) for in due Time we ſhall reap. ' * Our 
beneficent Actions are as the richeſt Grain ſown 
in the Earth; and a magnificent Harveſt of 
Honour and Happineſs will ſpring therefrom. 
For the Fruits of this Induſtry are not only 
invaluable, but abſolutely certain. The 
Huſbandman ſows in Hope, not in Certainty. 
Many Circumſtances may ariſe, to prevent him 
reaping the Fruit of his Labour. But in this 
ſpiritual Culture we cannot be diſappointed. 
In due Time we ſhall reap, in Deſpite of all 
Events, if we proceed unwearied in well doing. 


* Bourn Vol. 6. Page 376. 
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-—Our Succeſs will be proportionate to the 


Diligence, with which we have laboured. For 


he, that ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap bountifully. 
And the Harveſt will be of the like Nature, as 
the Seed ſown. For he, who ſoweth to the 
Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap everlaſiing 
Life. 


Compaſſion is a Duty, which God hath bound 
upon us by all the Ties of Nature Reaſon and 
Religion. It ſtrikes the Mind with ſuch Con- 
viction, that it is ſcarcely poſſible to think ſeri- 
ouſly of it, without reſolving to prattiſe it. 
The Exerciſe of it is, above all Things, gratify- 
ing and refreſhing to the Heart of Man. And 
it would undoubtedly have its due Courſe, but 
for the unhappy Influence of ſelhſh Habits. 
Did we not, by negletting the proper Manage- 
ment and Cultivation of our own Hearts, ſuffer 
mean ſelfiſh Inclinations and blind Paſſions to 
gain an Aſcendency over us, and ſtifle the 
natural Affections of Humanity, we ſhould 
reflect with Delight and Wonder on the honour- 
able Truſt of beſtowing Happineſs on our 
Fellow-creatures. In every Inſtance, wherein 
we could diminiſh our Neighbour's Affliction, 


or increaſe the Comfort of his Life; relieve the 
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neceſſitous; miniſter to the ſick and infirm; 
or cheer the Heart, that was ſunk in deep Diſ- 
treſs; with earneſt Gratitude we ſhould bleſs 
the Hand of God, which ſupplied us with the 
Means of procuring ſuch ſincere Delight to 
ourſelves. | 


But, whilſt the Fountain remains impure, 
who can expect refreſhing Streams to flow 
from 1t ? Where Indolence has got ſuch 
Poſſeſſion of us, that a very ſmall Exertion of 
our rational Faculties appears an intolerable 
Burden ; or where a giddy Round of perpetual 
Trifling occupies the Mind, and is ſuffered to 
devour every Part of that Time, for which we 
know we are to give a ſtrict Account; it is no 
Wonder that they, who will not beſtow a ſeri— 
ous Thought upon themſelves, ſhould give no 
Attention to the Wants of others. The Mi- 
ſer, whoſe Heart is devoted to his Gold,—as he 
never thinks he has enough, ſo he cannot be 
expetted to part from that, which he loves ſo 
dearly, for the Sake of his Fellow-creatures, 
whom he ſcarcely loves at all. And, when 
Humanity is gone, the Fear of God is ſeldom 
ſeen to operate effettually. As to the vile 


Senſualiſt, who devotes his Time and Talents 
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to the diſgraceful Purſuit of thoſe Indulgences, | 
which ſpread Confuſion Havock and Deſolation 
through Society, can we hope to ſee him influ- 
enced by any tender Regard for his Neighbour, 
—him, whoſe general Courſe of Life tramples 
on the deareſt and moſt ſacred Rights of Huma- 
nity ? Neither would any Offering from his 
polluted Hand be acceptable in the Sight of a 
holy and juſt God. 


A Miſapprehenſion ſeems to prevail with 
many Perſons, “that the rich alone are bound 
ce to contribute to the Relief of thoſe, who are 
in Want.” It is true indeed, that the holy 
Scripture commands them to be rich in good 
| Works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communi- 
cate. But it is equally true, that the ſame 
Scripture requires all, even the loweſt, to con- 
tribute their Proportion towards the Relief of 
their diſtreſſed Brethren. Be merciful accor- 
ding to thy Power. If thou haſt much, give 
plenteouſly. If thou haſt little, do thy Dili- 
gence gladly to give of that little. For fo 
gathereſt thou thyſelf a good Reward in the Day 


of Neceſſity. 


The Admonitions and Encouragements to 


the Duty of Compaſſion for the poor, diſperſed 
throughout the holy Scriptures, are ſo nume- 
rous, ſtrong, and pointed, that it may indeed 
ſeem wonderful, that any, who believe the 
Scriptures to be the Word of God, can make 
light of the Matter. He, that giveth to the 
poor (faith Solomon) all not lack ; and he, 
that deviſeth liberal Things, by liberal Things 
ſhall he ſtand. He, who hath Mercy on the 
poor, happy is ke. Help the poor for the 
Commandment's Sake, (faith the Son of Sirach) 
and turn him not away. Lay up thy Treaſures 
according to the Commandment of the moſt 
high. Bleſſed is he, (ſaith the Pſalmiſt) that 


conſiderethi the poor and needy : the Lord ſhall 


deliver him in the Time of Trouble. The Lord 
will preſerve him, and keep him alive: and he 
will be bleſſed upon Earth: and thou wilt not 
deliver him unto the Will of has Enemy. The 
Lord will ſtrengthen him upon the Bed of lan- 
guiſhing, And again, He hath diſperſed 
abroad ; he hath given to the poor ; his Righ- 
teouſneſs remaineth for ever. If thou draw 
out thy Soul to the hungry, (ſaith the Prophet 
Iſaiah) and ſatisfy the affiifted Soul, then ſhall 
thy Light ſhine in Obſcurity, and thy Darkneſs 
Hall be as the Noon-day. And the Lord ſhall 
D 3 
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guide thee continually, and ſatisfy thy Soul in 
the Time of Drought, and make fat thy Bones ; 
and thou ſhalt be lite a watered Garden, and 
like a Spring, whoſe Waters fail not. 


If we cannot bear to give up any Part of our 
_ Eaſe, or Pleaſure, or worldly Property, to pro- 
mote our Neighbour's Advantage, © where is 
„our Chriſtian Principle?“ If we will ſacri— 
fice little or nothing to Him, from whom we 
have received all, “ what ſatisfactory Token 
% can we ſhow of our Faithfulneſs to God?“ 


Great is the Reward of Works of Mercy even 
in this Life: the delightful Senſations of a kind 
and generous Heart; the deſerved Eſteem of 
good Men; together with the peculiar Favour 
of the great God and Father of Mankind ;— 
even His all-powerful Protection and Bleſſing 
upon ourſelves, our Families, and our Chil- 
dren's Children. But, when the Hour of 
Death approaches; when this World, and all 
the Things pertaining thereto, are ſlipping away 
from our Hold for ever; * who is there that 
ce would not then rejoice in having laid up his 
« Treaſure in a better Place? ”—in having 
made that Uſe of his worldly Poſſeſſions, which 
will enſure to him an Inheritance in the King- 
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dom of Heaven ? At that awful Period, 
convinced as we muſt be of the Inſufficiency 
of all human Support and Help, will it not ap- 
pear far better to have entailed upon our Chil- 
dren the Bleſſing of almighty God, than thoſe 


Riches only, which, if unaccompanied with 


Religion, can never promote the Happineſs of 
a rational Being, but may prove the greateſt 
Misfortune, and the greateſt Curſe. 


* All Things belonging to the Earth diſſolve 


and periſh. All the Objetts of Pride, of Luxu- 


ry, and Avarice, ſoon come to an End. Human 
Grandeur ſinks into the Duſt; Diſtinctions 
ceaſe; and Riches vaniſh away. But heavenly 
Treaſures are ſecure for ever. Happy are 
they in the Hour of Death, who have laid up 
their Treaſure according to the Commandment 
of the moſt high. And wretched indeed, at that 
Seaſon, are „the worldly-wiſe :”—who have 
nothing laid up in Store ;—who, having choſe 
to make the World their only Treaſure, have 
already had their good Things, and now are 
deſtitute of Support and Comfort at their ut- 
moſt Need. 


Bourne Vol. 5, Page 355. 
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The preſent Life is the Seaſon of induſtrious 
Labour; the appointed Time for cultivating and 
improving thoſe Talents, with which we are 
entruſted by our great Maſter. Wait pati- 
ently a little While, and the joyful Time of 
Harveſt will arrive. Behold I come quickly, 
(faith the Lord) and my Reward is with me. 
Yet a little While, (faith the Apoſtle to the 
Hebrews) and he, that ſhall come, will come, 
without Delay, Wherefore let each one 
faithfully reſolve to bear his Part in every good 
Word and Work, in every Labour of Love to- 
wards his Brethren, Let no Attachment to 
unmanly Eaſe, or preſent Pleaſure, or worldly 
Gain, obſtruct the generous Efforts of Huma- 
nity. Let us regard nothing but Duty itſelf, 
when Duty calls. In ſhort, let it be our 
ſtedfaſt Aim through Life to imitate his bright 
Example, whoſe Diſciples we profeſs ourſelves 
to be. And let us be careful to remember the 
Words of the Lord Feſus, how he ſaid, IT IS 


MORE BLESSED TO GIVE, THAN TO 
RECEIVE. 


EXTRACT from a SERMON on the Death of 
J. Howarp, Eſq. by the Rev. S. PALMER. 


T may truly be ſaid that he lived not to him- 

felf, but “ for the Good of the Public.” 
To this the Chief of his Time and Ability and 
Fortune were devoted. The diſtinguiſhing 
Feature in his Character was Benevolence; 
and he grudged no Labour nor Expence in 
ſerving Individuals, or in promoting Schemes 
of public Utility. 


Whilſt he lived in Retirement in an obſcure 
Village, it was his Meat and Drink to make his 
Neighbours happy. His neat but humble Man- 
ſion was ever hoſpitable to a few ſelett Friends; 
but was never the Scene of Riot or luxurious 
Banqueting. Though polite to all, he neither 
ſought nor admitted the Company of the pro- 
| fligate, however diſtinguiſhed by Rank or For- 
tune. The corrupt Faſhions of the World had 
no Influence upon him: he nobly dared to be 

ſingular. And he knew too well the Value 
both of Riches and Time, to employ either in 
that Manner, which is moſt common amongſt 
Perſons in high Life. Inclination, as well as 
Senſe of Duty, led him to conſecrate both to 
nobler Purpoſes, As a faithful Steward, he 
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improved the Talents committed to his Truſt 
for promoting human Happineſs and the Ho- 
nour of his Maker. | 


In him the poor found a Friend and a Father. 
His Charity had no Bounds, except thoſe of 
Prudence; and was not more commendable 
for the Extent of it, than for the Manner, in 
which it was exerciſed. He was ever careful 
to beſtow it ſo as to anſwer the moſt valuable 
Purpoſes. He gave not his Bounty to coun- 
tenance Vice and Idleneſs, but to encourage 
Virtue and Induſtry. He was fingularly uſeful 
in furniſhing Employment for the labouring 
poor, of both Sexes, at thoſe Seaſons, when a 
Scarcity of Work rendered their Situation moſt 
pitiable. He had a general Acquaintance with 


the Caſes and Characters of the poor around 
bim; and made it his buſineſs “ to viſit the 
Abodes of Affliction.“ Juſtly may the Words 
of Job be applied to him. When the Ear 
heard him, then it bleſt um and, when the 
Eye ſaw him, it gave Witneſs to him : becauſe 
he delivered the poor that cried, and the father- 
leſs, and him that had none to help him. The 
Bleſſing of him, that was ready to periſh, came 
upon him; and he cauſed the Widow's Heart to 
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ing for Joy. He was a Father to the hoor : 


and © the Cauſe, which he knew not, he ſearched 
ee out.” 


But his Care was not confined to the Bodzes 
of his Fellow-creatures; it extended to their 
fpiritual and immortal Part. He carefully 
watched over the Morals of his Neighbour- 
hood ; and uſed his Advice, his Admonition, 
and Influence, to diſcountenance Immorality 
of all Kinds, and to promote the Knowledge 
and Prattice of Religion. As a moſt effectual 
Means to this great End, he provided for the 
Inſtruttion of poor Children, by eretting and 
ſupporting Schools, which he carefully ſuper— 
intended. His Liberality extended alſo to 
adjacent Places : in which there are many, who 
will call him ble//ed. Nor was it confined to 
Perſons of his own religious Perſuaſion ; but 
comprehended the neceſſitous and delerving 
of all Parties. 


From the Time that he ſerved as Sheriff 
of Bedford, in the Year 1773, his Scene of 
Uſefulneſs was extended ; and he at Length 
became the Benefattor of the Kingdom, and 
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improved the Talents committed to his Truſt 
for promoting human Happineſs and the Ho- 
nour of his Maker. 


In him the poor found a Friend and a Father. 
His Charity had no Bounds, except thoſe of 
Prudence ; and was not more commendable 
for the Extent of it, than for the Manner, in 
which it was exerciſed. He was ever careful 
to beſtow it ſo as to anſwer the moſt valuable 
Purpoſes. He gave not his Bounty to coun- 
tenance Vice and Idleneſs, but to encourage 
Virtue and Induſtry. He was ſingularly uſeful 
in furniſhing Employment for the labouring 
poor, of both Sexes, at thoſe Seaſons, when a 
Scarcity of Work rendered their Situation moſt 
pitiable. He had a general Acquaintance with 
the Caſes and Charatters of the poor around 
bim; and made it his buſineſs “ to viſit the 
Abodes of Affliction.“ Juſtly may the Words 
of Job be applied to him. When the Ear 
heard him, then it bleſt him ; and, when the 
Eye jaw him, it gave Witneſs to him: becauſe 
he delivered the poor that cried, and the father- 
leſs, and him that had none to help him. The 
Bleſſing of him, that was ready to periſh, came 
upon him and he cauſed the Widow's Heart to 
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ing for Joy. He was a Father to the poor ; 


and „the Cauſe, which he knew not, he ſearched 
ee out.” | 


But his Care was not confined to the Bodies 
of his Fellow-creatures; it extended to their 
fpiritual and immortal Part. He carefully 
watched over the Morals of his Neighbour- 
hood ; and uſed his Advice, his Admonition, 
and Influence, to diſcountenance Immorality 
of all Kinds, and to promote the Knowledge 
and Practice of Religion. As a moſt effettual 
Means to this great End, he provided for the 
Inſtruttion of poor Children, by eretting and 
ſupporting Schools, which he carefully ſuper— 
intended. His Liberality extended alſo to 
adjacent Places : in which there are many, who 
will call him ed. Nor was it confined to 
Perſons of his own religious Perſuaſion ; but 
comprehended the neceſſitous and delerving 
of all Parties. 


From the Time that he ſerved as Sheriff 
of Bedford, in the Year 1773, his Scene of 
Uſefulneſs was extended; and he at Length 
became the Benefattor of the Kingdom, and 
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frequently viſit the Priſoners in the County 
Jail (as by his Office he thought himſelf bound 
to do) he obſerved ſuch Abuſes, and ſuch 
Scenes of Calamity, as he had before no Con- 
ception of. And he ſoon exerted himſelf in 
Order to a Reform. With a View to obtain 


Precedents for certain Regulations, which he 


propoſed, he went to inſpect the Priſons in 
ſome neighbouring Counties. But, finding in 
them equal Room for Complaint and Commiſ- 
ſeration, he determined to viſit the principal 
Priſons in England. The farther he proceeded, 
the more ſhocking were the Scenes preſented 
to his View : which induced him to reſolve 
upon exerting himſelf to the utmoſt, in Order 


to a general Reform in theſe horrid Places of 


Confinement : conſidering it as of the higheſt 
Importance, not only to the wretched Objetts 
themſelves, but to the Community at large. 


One grand Object, which he had in View, 
was, to put a Stop to that ſhocking Diſtemper 
called the Jail-fever : which raged ſo dreadfully 
in many of the Priſons, as to render them to 
the laſt Degree offenſive and dangerous : a 
Diſtemper, by which more had been taken off, 


than by the Hands of the Executioner ; and 


G1 


- 


which, in ſeveral Inſtances, had been communi- 
cated from the Priſoners to thoſe, who attended 
the Courts of Juſtice ; and had proved fatal 
to the Magiſtrates and Judges, and to Multi- 
tudes of other Perſons preſent, as well as to 
&« the Families of diſcharged Felons and Debt- 


OTS. 


Another End propoſed was, to procure the 
immediate Releaſe of Priſoners, who, upon 
Trial, were acquitted: who had often moſt 
unjuſtly been long detained, for Want of being 
able to pay the accuſtomed Fees. As allo to 
aboliſh many other abſurd and cruel Uſages, 
which had long prevailed. 


But the great Objett of all was, to introduce 
a thorough Reform of MORALS into our Pri- 
ſons: where he had found the moſt flagrant 
Vices to prevail in ſuch a Degree, that they 
were become “ Seminaries of Wickedneſs and 
& Villany, and the moſt formidable Nuiſances 
to the Community,” in Conſequence of the 
promiſcuous Intercourſe of Priſoners of both 
Sexes, and of all Ages and Deſcriptions: where- 
by the young and leſs experienced were initi- 
ated by old and hardened Sinners into all the 
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Arts of Villany, and the Myſteries of Iniquity. 
Whence, inſtead of being reformed by their 
Confinement, (which ſhould be the chief End 
of Puniſhment) thoſe, that were diſcharged, 


became “ more injurious to Society than 
& before. 


(> An excellent Hiſtory of Mr. HowAarv's Life has been written by 
Dr. A1x1N. [Printed and ſold by Johnſon. ] 
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SERMON V. 


PSALM XXIX. 2. 


Groe the Lord the Honour due unto His Name. 
Worſhip the Lord with holy Worſhip. 


HE public Worſhip of the Almighty is fo 
indiſpenſable a Duty on the holy Sabbath, 
that, whoever is reſolutely determined to neg- 


lect that, muſt be ſuppoſed very unlikely to 


beſtow much Thought upon the other Duties, 


which the Nature of this Day points out. 

Wherefore I purpoſe to addreſs only thoſe, who 
have alrcady ſo much Religion, as to make it a 
ſerious Point of Conſcience “ regularly to 
attend the weekly Service of the Church.” 
They certainly mean thereby to honour God in 
the Sight of others; and at the ſame Time to 
edify and improve themſelves © by the Impreſ- 
& ſions, which their public Acknowledgments 
and public Humiliations are calculated to 


& produce.” Are they not then deſirous 


that theſe Impreſſions ſhould remain upon their 
Minds, and have their proper Effect? If ſo, 
they will not ſatisfy themſelves with devoting 
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only the Hours of public Worſhip to the Re- 
membrance of God, and paſſing the Remainder 
of the Day in thoughtleſs Indolence, or luxu- 
rious Indulgence ; but will certainly dedicate 
the chief Part of it to ſuch Reflection, Read- 
ing, and devout Exerciſe of the Mind, as are 
adapted to improve their Hearts, and prepare 
them for the faithful Diſcharge of all the Duties 
of Life. 


We come far ſhort of the gracious Deſign of 
the holy Sabbath, if, when. our Bodies are at 
Reſt from their uſual Labour, when we deſiſt 
from our worldly Occupations, and forbear 
tranſatting the Buſineſs of common Days, our 
Minds are ſtill employed on temporal Con- 
cerns, and our Affections engaged upon the 
Treaſures of the Earth. Diligent Reading of 


the holy Scriptures will furniſh us with better 


Thoughts. It will hold up to our View ſuch 
Things, as are well deſerving of our Attention, 
and moſt proper to employ our Minds on this 
diſtinguiſhed Day. It will remind us of the 
noble Purpoſe, for which we are ſent into the 
World : namely to prepare ourſelves, by the 
ſteady Practice of Virtue, for the Enjoyment of 
compleat and everlaſting Happineſs, It wil! 


65 


make us acquainted with our God. It will ſhow 
us both the Greatneſs and Goodneſs of our 
heavenly Father. It will teach us to love Him, 
who firſt loved us; and thereby lead us to a 
willing Obedience to His Laws, which are holy 


Juſt and good. 


A Habit of Self-deceit is the greateſt of all 
Dangers. Some Perſons (unwilling as they 
are to be deceived in temporal Matters) take 
Pains to deceive themſelves in thoſe Things, 
which are of infinitely greater Importance. 
And many, who are by no N: ins guilty o. 
wilful Self-deceit, are in Danger of thinking 
much too favourably of themſelves, from the 
Neglect of a careful InſpeQion into their own 
Conduct. Several important Duties may be 
neglected, diſregarded, and in Time abſolutely 
forgotten; and ſeveral highly criminal Tranſ- 
greſſions of God's Laws may become habitual, 
fixed, and rooted in us, through the Neglett of 
calling our Ways to Remembrance. It is very 
neceſſary therefore that we ſhould frequently 
examine ourſelves with Care and Diligence ; 
ſeriouſly conſider the Diſpoſition of our Hearts; 
review our Manner cf Life ; maturely reſolve, 


with God's Help, to rettify our paſt Miſcon- 
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duct; and faithfully endeavour to make our 
Lives more and more conformable to the holy 


Will of God. 


Wherew:th (ſaith the Pſalmiſt) Mall a young 
Man cleanſe his Way ? Even by ruling himſelf 
after thy Word. Youth is apt to be impatient 
of Control, and unwilling to ſubmit to any Re- 
ſtraint whatever. . In vain is the awful Autho- 
rity of God's Word placed before their Eyes, 
when once they are engaged in the deceitful 
Ways of Sin. . Seldom can the moſt carneſt Per- 
ſuaſion of the kindeſt Friend, or the judicious 
Admonition of the wiſeſt Couſellor, prevail ſo 
far as to check the licentious Enormities of 
Vice, when once begun. To ſuch however, 
as have hitherto been happily preſerved from 
wicked Courſes, I would offer the needful Cau- 
tion, © not to truſt too much in their own 
„Strength.“ As the Apoſtle ſaith, Let him, that 
thinketh he flandeth, take Heed leſt he fall. I 
wiſh them to be aware, that many ſharp Trials 
of their Integrity may be yet to come. On 
which Account it behoves them to be very 
diligent in laying ſuch a firm Foundation of 
religious Principles, as ſhall enable them to 
overcome the various Temptations, to which 
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their future Situation or Condition in Life may 
expoſe them. If, by the Advantage of early 
Diſcipline and Inſtruction, they have hitherto 
eſcaped the Contagion of Vice, let them now 
begin to think and reflect for thempelves, and 
fairly exert the Powers of their own Reaſon and 
Underſtanding. Let them look forward to the 
Difficulties, which probably await them; and 
prepare and fortify themſelves with the power- 
ful Defence of Chriſtian Belief and Hope: leſt 
their Virtue and their Happineſs ſuffer Ship- 
wreck in the firſt Tempeſt, that overtakes 
them. 


This Day, ſeparated as it is from common 
Uſes by the Appointment of God Himſelf, 
affords ſo excellent an Opportunity of attend- 
ing to our ſpiritual Concerns, (compared with 
which we well know that all worldly Conſide- 
rations are utterly inſignificant and deſpicable,) 
that it muſt be unreaſonable in the higheſt 
Degree to forbear applying it to that unſpeak- 
ably important Purpoſe. If we will not be 
perſuaded to employ the Sabbath in that Way, 
in which the very Character of the Day itſelf, 
and the public Worſhip of God, naturally 
remind us that we ought to employ it, © when 
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& ſhall the neceſſary Study and Preparation for 
e a proper Diſcharge of our Duty take Place? 
„ When ſhall we find Time for it?” «Is it 
likely ever to be done?“ The holy Scrip- 
ture directs us to prepare our Hearts againſt 
Temptation. If we are too indolent and care- 
leſs to do this, what 1s to protett us in the Day 
of Trial? What is to prevent our running 
headlong into the Snares of Wickedneſs? If 
we ſuffer the Lord's Day to paſs without Im- 


provement, what 1s to ſupport and guard us in 
the Courſe of the Week ? 


If we were once accuſtomed to employ this 
Day agreeably to the gracious Intention of 
our heavenly Father, that 1s, for the Purpoſes 
of Edification and Improvement, we ſhould 
not find it changed (as ſome may apprehend) 
into a Day of Dulneſs and Melancholy. On 
the contrary, it would ſoon become the chear- 
fulleſt, as well as the moſt intereſting of all 
Days. The very great Advantages ariſing from 
the prudent and laudable Application of it to 
its proper Uſes would not only enliven the 
Day itſelf, but its kindly Influence on the 
whole of our Time would be produttive of a 


Satisfaction far exceeding all others ;—the Sa- 


|! 


tisfaction of living as it becomes rational Crea- 
tures to live, and of condutting ourſelves 
ſuitably to our high and glorious Deſtination : 
being created in the Image of God, and made 
to be immortal. 


Our Affections being too much ſet upon 
earthly Treaſures, is the chief Cauſe of Life be- 
ing ſpent ſo unprofitably, and ſo inconſiſtently 
with the Deſign of our Creation, as it is indeed 
by many. The proper Employment of the 
Sabbath would prevent this inglorious Attach- 
ment to the periſhable Treaſures of the Earth, 
by elevating our Views, and making thoſe 
Things, which are of infinitely greater Impor- 
tance, familiar to our Minds. Surely the 
firm and ſettled Apprehenſion that we are 
deſigned to live with God for ever in a State of 
unſpeakable Happineſs and Glory, cannot long 
be preſent to our Minds, without exciting in us 
an ardent Defire to obtain that End, and a 
vigorous Reſolution to ſtrive for fuch a Prize. 
And, „being once heartily engaged in the 
& Purſuit,” the Temptations of the World will 
not eaſily ſeduce us from it. For “ no other 
& Prudence nor Care can ſo effeftually guard 
dus, as the being actually employed in the 
& Diſcharge of our Duty.” 
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